
Magpie chosen as the Face of Edmonton 

The iden(ty of Edmonton is now associated with the 
Magpie, a bird that mates for life and is known as a 
healer by Indigenous Peoples. 

Each year images are invited to represent the next 
Face of Edmonton by capturing an element of 
Edmonton’s iden(ty. The winner is selected by the 

public and then made available in local shops. The goal is to engage the people who live here and care about 
Edmonton in developing meaningful visuals about this beau(ful place.    

Images were invited for this year’s challenge to depict the wildlife in our river valley. Following an open 
consulta(on and public vote the Magpie & Sun was chosen by 53.8% of responders, bea(ng out the other 
contenders Circling Sturgeon and Coyote & Hare.  

The Magpie & Sun image was created by the Edmonton River team and refined with input from locals including 
Indigenous leaders. Elders Jo-Ann and Jerry Saddleback shared stories of the magpie’s role that inspired final 
improvements to the drawing.  

The dis(nc(ve central “e” forms the core of the bird and traces the river valley and Anthony Henday Drive. The 
Plains Cree name for the area, ᐊᒥᐢᑿᒌᐚᐢᑲᐦᐃᑲᐣ, refers to Beaver Hills House and is included alongside the 
word Edmonton to weave together threads of the region’s long-standing iden(ty in a cohesive way.  

The black billed magpie is also a favored candidate for the Edmonton City Bird based on thousands of votes 
received by Bird Friendly Edmonton, with the boreal chickadee and blue jay also in conten(on. The Edmonton 
Nature Club notes that our region has a unique variety known as the “Ghost Magpie” due to its dis(nc(ve 
colouring. This public vote finished on March 31 and the winner will be announced shortly. 

The Magpie & Sun merch is now available locally, with 10% of the proceeds going to support the Orange Shirt 
Day Run. The Edmonton Arts Council Shop represents local ar(sts and has made Edmonton River products 
available since its incep(on. This grassroots project was formed a decade ago in response to the Make 
Something Edmonton ini(a(ve by the mayor’s office for ci(zen-driven development of imagery for the city. 

Ka(e Deck, Owner at The Makers Keep, which sells handcra^ed goods from local makers, is prin(ng the 
Magpie & Sun image on mugs and coasters. These are available alongside the limited-edi(on Edmonton River 
tees at TMK shops in Kingsway, Sherwood Park and St. Albert. The Magpie & Sun s(ckers are also available at 
the Mu_art Conservatory and John Janzen Nature Centre gi^ shops. 

The co_on-so^ tees and custom printed s(ckers were produced by Thinkwerx Crea(ve Co., a small crea(ve 
branding company located in Bonnyville, Alberta. Their exper(se in screen-prin(ng and commitment to quality 
ensured the seamless delivery of the 2025 Face of Edmonton tees and s(ckers to shops in the region. 

Everyone is invited to submit an image and vote for the next Face of Edmonton. The focus for 2026 was 
nominated to be the bison due to their deep significance to the region’s history and resurgent popula(on.  

Contact:  

Michael Overduin, Director, Edmonton River is at michael@edmontonriver.com and +1 780 222 6281.  

Further details are available at www.edmontonriver.com  
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